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UPTON SINCLAIR 


PASADENA . 
CALIFORNIA 


May 1, 1918. 
Dear Friend: 


The purpose of this letter is to report on my little magazine, 
and incidently to ask an important question concerning its policy. 
Shall we continue the publication of "The Profits of Religion?" 

Many of our readers seem to consider this publication a mistake. 
As a rule, the objector explains that he personally agrees with what 
we have written; but why needlessly offend others, who would be glad 
to help our program of a Clean Peace and the Internation? The pres- 
ent is an emergency like no other that ever was or will be. If we 
can get au democratic settlement out of this war, it will make all 
other freedoms possible forever} whereas, if we do NOT get a democra- 
tic settlement, it will not matter what anyone believes about the e- 
conomic basis of Superstition - we shall all be occupied in preparing 
for the final struggle with autocracy. Therefore, if it is really 
true that we can get more people to read and think about a Clean 
Peace by leaving "The Profits of Religion" out of the magazine, we 
Should consider it the part of wisdom to give way. 

We are submitting the question to our readers. You desire to 
use the magazine as a means of enlightening others. Which way will 
you best be able to use it? There are three possible plans, which I 
will indicate by A, B and C. Plan A: To continue "The Profits of Re- 
ligion" for the next twelve months as announced, and to add "The Coal 
War", the sequel to "King Coal", as a second serial when the number 
of subscriptions received permits us to add another eight pages to 
the magazine. Plan Bi: To begin "The Coal War" as the regular serial 
in the magazine, publishing "The Profits of Religion" in the form of 
an eight page supplement, to be sent to those who request it, and who 
pay an additional forty cents to cover the cost. Under this plan, 
those who desire to do so might have the magazine sent to their 
friends without the supplement. Plan C: To run "The Coal War" as the 
only serial, bringing out "The Profits of Religion" in book form in- 
mediately. Under spe plan you would get the entire work in a couple 
of months, instead of having to wait a year. I submit these plans 
and will adopt the one which is preferred. Simply mark "Plan A, B, 
or ©" on the enclesed blank. 

We are happy to be able to tell you that the verdict on the 
nagazine has been "Thumbs up". We haven’t made expenses; for every 
aotlar that we have taken in, we have paid out two dollars and forty 

cents. But we took in enough to print the second issue; and we re- 
ceived so many assurances of eee interest that we are encouraged 
TO think that by means of this letter we can obtain the wherewithal 
for the third issue. We have never Lae to do more than make .expen- 
sesj [ am willing to be author, editor, publisher, business manager, 
circulation man and publicity agent for no return save the satisfac— 
tion of self-expression. My wife, an invalid in extreme need of rest, 
has worked for three months literally sixteen hours a day, buying two 
old houses and having them moved onto our place and fitted up for an 
office and a home for a SOR ayer and his family. These labors, with 
poetry written at two or three o’clock in the morning, have been her 
gift to the magazine None of these expenses, nor rent nor taxes 
heat, light nor te lep hone have been included in the magazine's cost. 
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There is just one job from which we shrink--the job of finan- 
cial worrier., You want each issue of the magazine to be as well- 
written and interesting as possible; and that means that the writ- 
er and his wife have to put their minds on world events, and not 
be chained to the problem of paying bills. We have competent of- 
fice help, and can do the writing and editing, and let the copies 
go out automatically -- provided that the funds are in sight. 

Let me point out that there has never been @& radical magazine 
founded without a considerable endicwment. The "Appeal to Regzson" 
was set up by a wealthy real estate manj the "Public”™ by a mil- 
lionaire manufacturer; the "New Republic"® by a Morgan banker. For 
fiften years the New York "Call" has coniucted one begging campaign 
after another; "Pearson's" has been selling stock for years; the 
young editor of the "Masses" was compelled to plunder his rich 
friends. There is, therefore, good precedent for my proposition, 
to furnish the brains and conscience for a truth-telling magazine, 
provided that other people will furnish the funds. 

Let me point out that every dollar will go into propaganda; 
it will pay for printing, wrapping and mailing magazines to lists 
of Socialists, single-taxers, suffragists, editors, teachers, 
clergymen, social workers, labor leaders. I pledge my word for 
this use of the money, and will account for every dollar at the end 
of the year. It is merely a question whether what I am writing 
seems to you worthy of passing on to others. 

I need four hundred dollars a month for a year, or five thou- 
sand for the total cost of establishing the magazine. I would like 
you to pledge a certain sum each month; if you cannot give money, 
give time - that is, pledge yourself to form a club of ten subscrib- 
ers every month. As I write there comes a letter from a gentlemen 
in Clayton, New Mexico, who collected such a club in half an hour. 

In any case, let me make clear that I am not going to give up. 
I have the faith that the history of America for the next few years 
will be a little better if I continue to put out a magazine; nor 
do I think this is vanity or self-delusion. I have given all my 
life to studying the questions now pressing, I chose my standpoint 
some twenty -- years ago, and waited for the world to come to that 
standpoint. It is coming now, faster and faster; and knowing this, 
I expect a wider influence. So I mean to struggls on with this 
paper while my strength holds out. When so many men are giving 
their lives, it hardly seems permissible for anyone to witkrhold 
what he has. Some of you, I know have money, and I ask these to 
meet me half way. The problem of the hour, you see - conscription 
of manhood versus conscription of wealth! 


Fraternally, 









